BLUE URA8S BLADE. 



BDITEL D A BEATTIEN IN THE JNTEREFT OF GOOD MORALS. 



FVBLtSEWD WWrnr^nM A TMAB IN ADVAlfOk 



VOLUME XIII. NUMBER 49 



LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY, SUNDAY, ifttriUARY 5, E. M. 304 



A YEAR. 




High .nd A.bl.nd E.st 8ld4 



OLD HOBBY 



I am now In my 88th year and the 



commca awiM la th« whole world and 
no nuut or woman cmgiit to claim to 
be an Infldel who Is not a moratlnt 
and Infldel really have (fotten alonp; 
so far that, whllo Christians, nml t-s 
peclally priests and pnarhers. ai. 
continually reported In the papers as 
crlmlMkla and gelOns "Jerked to Jes- 
as" at tka «nd ot a Kentucky hemp 
ipe— I have been a hemp raiser, and 



moiiey^won't do any good; I've been 
there. It aint piety— N. G. I've been 

there too. 
The • Stnlted Club man" Is some- 



vliat 



ict- 



biit 



(1 boforp I have raised 



of fhPf 



ffllov 



fin( 



my health, trying to live according to I one Infldel Is hung, where a thousand 
the suggestions ot Dr. Tilden of the Christiana are. it always turns out 
"Stuffed Club." that noepttng tke ease of Rosa in St 

I would take 13 or 14 millions of Louis, who would now "smell as 

if ramegle or some other sweet by any other name," It Is some 
oiild Klvf it to nu- - 1 don t , half-baked Infidel that nono nf us 
heard anythinB about. That i.s 



about as little sleep over "frenzied 
llnanee" as any old oo#k of my age. 
But I am getting a MMe more and 
more, all tha time, atnek on fame, and 
want a modicum at It, before I stuf- 
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sUtlstlcally true, but for all that, 
some ot us Infldels have some dog 
meat in as that baktfgs in a boulogne 
sausage, and It oughtn't to be in us. 
It ought to be the case that when any 



fle off the' mortal. I have a kind of! niany is known to be an open and ac- 
Utopian Tlaton of my being the means knowledRcd Inndel. that simple- fact 



world a great deal bet- 
and hawiar for men-embracing 
ten. and aalmala, fir I lutTe a soft 
place in my heart for animals domes- 
tic and wild. 
When I was in Africa, I never iilll- 
1, either for amusement or fotxl, 
any elephants crocodiles or hippopot- 



oraiiks make the whocls no rounil — 
and nobody has struck it yet, but Its 
somewhere, and what I want is to dis- 
cuss the tiling in *ha Blade— and each 
one of us juM try, personally, to get 
a little bettor all the time than we 
havi ln' ii. and di)n't get discouraged 
If Wf fail. Imt Ixcp on trying, and. 
then if we fall in any great palUe un- 
dertaking, each one will have done^ 
something for his, or her, own good. 

Let ns hear from you In the Blade 
on the subject, short and sweet and 
to the point, and blow in a few cents 
on .11m, at the rate of a cent apiece 
in packages to one address, or two 
cents each to different addresses, 
wltt your letters marked, and let us 
see If we can't boom the Idea of just 
sli^ply trying to get happier by get- 
tlnf| better, each fellow, man or wo- 
mait, working on his own plan— pad- 
dling his own canoe. 



1 I wUl 

(this Is spoken In no, profane sense), 
if I don't do It; n4verthela»a, yet, 
notwithstanding. 



missionaries and a fttw of thsir aacr» 
taries or agente who oidleet and 41s> 
tribute the money. 



made bim, in all that contitutes a 
lan "aa good as Ben Burton's bill." 

I never knew Ben— reckon he died | LORD STILL KILLING 



always felt sorry for the croco- 
edll. because they are all the time 
shedding tears, and the hippopotamus 
es always have the hippo, and I Just 
naturally feel sorry for any body In 
trouble, I've been there — Jall-penlten- 
tiary. 

I want to be the leader In some 
great big kind of a scheme to get 
the people to be good; not any 
scheme that has any religion In It— 
but just to l)e good because It makes 
U8 happy— that Is, I reckon It does; I 
never tried It— and the only capital 
that i have to sUrt on is that I Tiave 
the reputation for being the wicked- 
est man 
notice, t 

* " -tkiBaknrtirtst « fUiow «ai of w 

in the United Stateh they always go >iary because you would want him 

on the lecture stand and get to be i„ jet you out— but as the basis of a 
famous. i general prinriiil.' the sentiment te all 

But 1 have no money and no Kinius q. K. and will wash without 



bom. and don't know 
the nature of his "biU," but I have 
been hearing of Itt balBg a mighty 
good thing for aomatlilas oirer a half 

century. 

to me that every body rich 
and poor, high and low, is more or 
less unhappy, and It does seem to me 
that plainly, the greatest thing on 
earth la to get happy, and that this 
is the most gelf-STtdent proposlUon in 
the world, and yet I never saw any 
newspaper that even pretended to be 
run for the purpose of making people 
happy, except these that are run by 
some of these religions editors and 
political fadlsu purely and solely for 
the purpose of separating fools from 
their money. J. C. said one good 
thing-got it from a h.-athon Chliioe 
and It had to b. -'-Do tn dthns as 
you would have ihtnu do to yun." 
This, with some emendatious. 



PEOPLE FOR GOING 

TO IVIEETING. 

4 HomaUsvUle, N. Y., 13 women— 
nnldcky number— were coming from 
a O^Iveraalist church in a sleigh, 
wheii a train on the Pittsburg, Shaw- 
mut and Northern Railroad ran Into 
the sleigh, killed 7 of them imme- 
dUtcly and 8 more died soon attar* 
and the remaining S were wounded. 

All of the ten killed had "Mrs." be- 
fore their nam< 

One of them 
and the ne.xt 



BETHLEHEM 

Was the Scene of Rioting on Christ- 
mss day. 

As u.<!ual. the Christmas celebra- 
tion at the blrihplacc of the Prince 
of Peace was broken up by a riot, 
says \V. E. Curtis, In a recent letter 
to the Record-Herald. The great 
church which covers the cave in 
Bethlehem In which Jesns is suppos 
ed to have been bom was the scene 
of bloodshed, and if the followers of 
Mohammed had not Interfered the 
Christian monks would have killed 

each other In their jealousy and ha- [ In the Indian Territory, 
tred. A similar disturbance occurs on ' Wilkerson has all the genius and 
almost every anniversary of the birth dlspnstion for lying— "alacrity," old 
of Christ, but this Christmas It was .lack Fa! staff called it— that Zaeharjr, 
serious than ever before. 



Up to this time I have been Illus- 
trating the mendacity of some men 
by saying "As big a liar as Zachary" 
— Campbell ite preacher In Lexington 
Really Zachary Is aa big a liar as a 
man ot hia shie can be, but ha is 
small and could not hold so many 
lies as if hf> were larRpr. just as a 

big one. 

Hereafter when I have occasion to 
allude to a very extraordinary liar, 
I am going to say "As big a liar as 
Wilkerson"— a campbelUte preacher 



lonkH 



letter from a filMd In Jeru- 
ells me that nine Franciscan 

were l)eaten l)y Greek monks 



ger 



Ziuhary and i 



have bi-. n niurdored if the police had 
not intprferpd. Three Greeks were 
very l)adly injured a"'' one of them Is 
likely to die. 

The greeks are cTways the aKgress- 
ors. They outnumber the Francis- 
cans, who represent the Roman Cath- 
olic church in Jerusalem and Bethle- 
hem, and are men of much larger 
build and greater physical strength. 
The Interior of the great church of 
the Nativity at Bethlehem is divided 
between the Greeks, the Roman Cath- 
olics, the Armenians and the Copts. 
Each have a chapel, wit ban altar and 
Moore— come mighty near being my|^,^Jgp conveniences for worship, and 
wife, but I reckon It will be a colder {jjg representatives of each are in 
day -ban that when my wife geU kiil-L„rg allowed to occupy the grotto in 
ed coming home from any church. 1 1],^ center, which Is supposed to have 
I l ave known, for a long time that ,i,g stable In which the holy 

like for people to go famjiy took refuge on the ni^ht of the 



for lying so much greater than Back* 
ary's that Zachary is really a rarr 
moderate liar compared with Wllkal^ 



and I don't care for money or gen- 
ius, because there have been so many 
Infernal liars ilka old Dowie, and rtd 

Joe Taylor, over In Rome, and Tal- 
mage and Sam Jones that have made 
money by belonging to the 'smart 
set " and lying about schemes to lie 
good, that there is no longer any 
novelty or distinction nn blowing to 
their set'and graft, and If I can't be 
something fresh and brand splinter 
new, I want to finish the balance of 
my days simply as an old hayiieed 
and don't want any more munuuient 
than a ball of hay, to which poor peo- 
ple's poor horses wiU have free ac- 
cess. But I am Just like a bad litUe 
child that my wife tells about that 
cried and said, "What's that I want 
m. j that 1 don't know what 1 want? " 



White Hall, lU., Jan. 11, 06. 
Editor Blue Grass toade. 

Dear sir— I have been an occasion- 
al reader of your paper, and in the 
last few days I have become a sub- 
scriber through my old ^friend Major 
Oaiar. I am writing you for some in- 
lormatlon wbtah I am In immediate 
need of. I want some statlsUcs o« 
our penitentiaries showing the pet 
cent, of Christians and non Christians 
confined therein. I am going to make 
a public address In our county seat 
In about three weeks "* 

E: ^1^1^ {onUrns"":u:h i: l ^eumrus an to be better, that 1 don't 
Llat^Tl w m gla^" ^ay you for It. Uke any mofiay -tor I wouldn't get 
formation I win ' ' ,t ^ ^ aid—— Uke any 

„ you have not, can t^ you ^glveme ^ J ^ ^ 

Mt lattsr. Ton j meetings or 1)Ik blow hard, wind Jam- 



and It does seem to me that all of us 
Infldels ooald, and ouglhter, do that, 
though I «ant, cr at least don't do it 
6y a Jug full— large Jug. , 

I started this little thing of trying 

11 by my lonel 



> gpt 



recoller 



.oa the snbjeot In a 
trtU tod an addr 
reply endoaed.— i 



The above personal Information 
that I have on the subject is that 1 
was a prisoner of the United States, 
•ad had «trwdlaary opportunities 
to find out the religious opinions ot 
the prisoners there. 

There wore '.I.IUlo prisoners there 
and I was the only Infidel that 1 ever 
heard of there. I found there, though 
many moat davout cairtattans and 



I refer you 
InformaUon. 



J that prison tor your 



For several months west Kentucky 
has been flooded With Ingeniously 
made, but spurious. Stiver dollars, 
which were perfect 
had the rlBht ring, and were 
to the genuine only in their weight- A 
United States marshal was sent into 
the district to loop up the author of 
the coins, and after watching around 
tor a few weeks arrested the Rev. 
John Smith, a well-known Methodist 
minister, on a charge of counterfeit- 
ing. The deputy is sure be has the 
right man. 

Sand Dos ronnol In the Orient ( 

gNMpV«i>^tNI* ' " 

Iwte itmm ai H I 



just 



ly of these other churches, but 
thouj|H')t that he might possible stand 



■ where 



both sexes, young and old. and 
all the colors of the rainbow, special- 
ly those that have the blues, rich and 
poor, any where and any time, can 
be continually getting a little better 
and therefore, a little happier all tlie 
ttme. 

All that cUss of crank.!, who may 
write ma tMlng me that religion U 
the very tklBft I am hovarlag after. 

or that it is some of these get-ricn- 
quick- or-the devil will get you, poll- 
tleal fads that will till the iuhint; 
void in my stomach, will, if ihe.v 
write to me, simply waste their 
stamps sad BUttonary— their time is 
worth notklns, and. tbaraiore. I don't 
mention it 

That woman from Oldahoma, some 
town beginning with Q. I believe, 
came, nearer getting on to my idea 
than anybody who has written to me 
on the subject. 

Eliza Mowry niiveu wants to do the 
right thing, but the genius to get at it 
right 

I wouldn't give a dam for the dif- 
ference between her Infldel Sunday 
school and that of Miss Susan WIx- 
on, on one hand, and a CampbelUte 
Sunday school in Lexington, on 
other hand— rot is one of about the 
same brand as In the othar. 

InMais are peog||K.«( the fl 



four months ago.-: 
I first started to talk about It— 1 am 
not yet a litUa Un angel on wheels 
or anything of that sort, h"* I beUeve 
I am Just a leetle tiny tiny bit better 
man now than I was then and am 
just that much— mighty llltle— hap- 
pier than I was before I started and 
though I might have to live about 
three times as old as Methuseleh to 
gat to be real good, at the rate I am 
going now, I am enjoying the fact 
that I am trying to do better. 

TliP air is all full of fads, and some 
of them are intended to do good. 

Carnegie, the Infldel, is doing the 
hardaat thing in the world to get any 
body to do— part with hIa monay 
when he don't have to. I would not 
give a dam— son. flg. or any of those 
fruits, for any of rarneiile's money- 
old Diogenes is my hu. kl.'berry of 
the whole gang, but Carnegie has 
started a k>t of othera to giving away 
money by the mllUonaH>at U giving 
away money Just by the barrel can 
Kct to be a fad, being pood can be- 
come a fad just on the same princi- 
ple— makes people happier, and they 
want to do something new. just to 
Show old Solomon that ha lied when 
ha aaid tliera waa'nbtUng new under 
the sun— though what women would 
do In Spring bonnets if there was not 
.omething nev Cud only know.s, and 
he wont tell. 

"Every man and woman of any 
sense knows that being good makes 
us happier than being had. and every 
body wants to be happy and if we can. 
gome how. Just get the thing started. 
It would became just as fiushlonable 
to be good as it now Is lo be bad and 
all these young dudes and dudines 
and old dudoa In rich faahlonabU so- 
ciety, would ba the Tery Siat to catch 
onto it 

They want to be happy just as 
much as we poor devils do, but they 
are Just like we are— alnt got sense 
enough to know how, and we are all. 
saint and sinner, rich and poor, just 
bell-bent, from ignorance and dam- 
f«)olery and whining and crying and 
asking "What Is that I want that 1 
dont know what I 



am Act going to any i»"^re of them — 
too dangerous. 



A dispatch from Jerofalem, dated 

Jan. 28, says: "An extraordinary 
scene has taken place at the Grotto 
of H.-thleheni. The die.U Catholics 
had been telebratiim midnight mass 
in honor of the birth of Christ, accord- 
ing to their calendar, and on leaving 
•the church, which haa been erected 
near the grotto, and in which, accord- 



ing t 



, the s 



Savior's birth. A guard of Mohamme- 
dan soldiers under the control of a 



I placed at different points in 

•hurch, where the Greeks and 



AMONG THE FIOU8 bRETHERINO. 

At Michigan City, Indiana, the wife 
of Rev. Amos Whitman has asked for 
Whitman was a success- 
ful evangelist. He preached In the 
country and staid at the houses ot 
the tarmara. During tha nliAta. whan, 
his revlvala ware at thair hlgheat ha 
would steal horses. 

They sent him to my old staii.pl 
ground — penitentiary at f'oiumbus. 

Owen Russell, In Sussex. England, 
cut off his right hand because the 
Bible says you must cut oft your right 
ind If It "offends" yoa. 
Owen woald not tell how his right 
hand had offended him— reekoa it had 
been | 
pocket 



apt I 



} in < 



a band of 
Franciscan monks who disputed their 
right to visit the sacred spot. The 
Greek prieat endaaTored to force a 
passage and a fli^t aunad. In the 
melee one of the Greeks snatched a 
FranrlBcan's rosary from his girdle, 
and. swinging it around his head aa 
a weapon, severely injured several 
persons. The monks, seizing hold of 
tka Oi«ek priest's long hair, proceed- 
ad to puU It out by tha roots." 

NEW ONE ON EVE. 

The Cinchufatl Poat gets some fun 
out of the suggestion of Mrs. Lillle 
Devereux Blake, that tha apple that 



Eve ate was, often all, a quince. Lii- 
lles' criticism is based upon the fact, 
aa she says, that apples will not grow 
In the country. 

I never saw an apple tree anywhere 
In the Orient, and I think that so far, 
Lillle is right Whan I waa a young 
fellow^ I read, some wkere. In soma 
Biblelcommentary, that It was a wat- 
ermelln that Eve ate. and by which 
i^iyed the devil, or the devil 
played ' her. and though I could not 
see how watermelons grew on 
remembarod that "great la the 
CkidUaaaa,* and that "all , 
possible with God," and 
mild make elephants grow 
I-. ln;-,U. s il he wanted to. 
t like iipiiles-bad too 
W,t them at our house; ten bar- 
f cider at a time— «nd did like 
[ have always 
I o the theory that it was a wat- 
1 that the fair E>'elyn, unfalr- 
ua all out to the devil for, and 
■may go to the h— eaven with 

f Conatltution ot the United 
■ to every 



peace, for they hate each other 
fiercely that they never meet without 
snarling like dogs and threatening 
each other's lives. 

This year, as usual, both bands of 
monks sang high mass Ghrltltmas, 
eve, and according to the usual ar 
rangemeut, the Greeks were allowed 
to occupy the grotto untU midnight, 
wh^n they were required to retire. 
In order that the Franciscans might 
worship there from midnight until 
morning. The usual Mohammedan 
guard was on duty, but when the hour 
arrived the Greeks refused to retire, 
and when the Ptanclseana triad to 
enter the grotto tha Graeka tl 
them out by violence. A general melee 
occurred. There were between forty 
and fifty monks on each side, wl 
fought fiercely and seemed besii 
themselves with rage. The half-dozen 
soldlara mho- were on guard ^ 

^ ^ (Hie of them ran at 

the house of ' the governor, which 
Is near l>y. and aroused him. He 
came irnnediately to the scene with 
a detachment of police, and with 
great dlfflculty restored order and ar- 
rested the leadera. The Governor of 
Jerusalam. who haa Jnrladiotlon over 
Bethlehem, has given notice that no 
celebrations will be allbwed In the 
fiitun' unless the monks ai;ree to 
keep the peace. Similar disturbances 
frequently occur at the holy sepul 
chre in Jeniaalam, but there has been 
no trouble thara fttr nearly a year. 



of the murder ot his son and sen- 
tenced to twenty-one years In the 
penitentiary. 
The father murdered his son, who 
as 21 years old. because he had 
gone to work for a farmer and bad 



(From the Searchlight) 
However, there is one astonishing 
fact in the history of crimes that Is 
furnished by statistics, and that is. 





(From the Searchlight) 

We are reminded In a spirit ot tri- 
umph that, as the result of Protestant 

foreiwn missionary work, 
by the fnited States. Canada. Qraat 
Hritain, Ireland and Continental Eu- 
roi)e. duriii;; lHi'4, there were added 
to the churches l'JO,49l members. An 
analysis of the figures shown in this 
report gives, as the Instrumentalities 
through which these converts were 
made, 5.814 men miaaionaries, 6.68C 
women missionaries and 04,347 native 
workers, at a cost of $1«,11 8.280. That 
means 1.57 converts for each of the 
('6,747 persons employed, and at a 
cost of J133.7G per convert, nothing 
to boast of fjpm a business stand, 
point. One has but to examine these 



nala In proportkm to tholr nombara 

than do non-rellglonists. This is a 
fact that is furnished by the crimi- 
nal records (if iM-aiue. Kngland and 
the fnited States. ? 

From the Commissioners' report of 
tha IllinoU Penitentiary at JoUet the 
reUgtoos ballat ot tha prlsonera ara 
given, and from which I copy the fol- 
lowing: 

Hellsious beliefs of prisoners on 

Adventlst 1. Baptist 146, Christian 
(CampbeUlte) 20, Congregational 14, 
Disclplsa 1, Donkarda 1, Episcopal 

36, Evangelical 3, Jewish 17, Latter 

Day Saints 1, Lutheran 105, Methodist 
L'J4, no church 72. Presliyterlan 76, 
estants 1.'. Quaker 2, Roman Cath- 
olic 493, Swedenliorg 1. United Breth- 
ren 8, Unlversallat 2, UnlUrian 1. 
Total un. 

Percentage with no religious belief 
5.54; percentage professing religious 
belief, 94. 4G. 

Only objection 1 found to being in 
the penitentiary where there were 2.- 
300 of us was that 1 could not find 
any Infldels to talk to. Not a dumed 
one iliil 1 ev.'i- niid in the whole she- 
ban^ "N'''1'I 'lie Warden. ' 



BACK 



NG ME UP. 



Jship God acaording to the die- „,,g8ionary reports to see that the 
li^ his own aoBselaMa, and T | n,ig,ioB»ry business pays only the 
ised to belleva tkat It waa a 



Whenever I say anytblnt; some 
other fellow says the same thing. I 
said the preachers want the saloons 
closed on Sunday so that they can gat 
he money that would, otherwise, go 
o the saloons. 

Senator Raines, author of the law 
about Sunday ilosim;. in New \iirk, 
recently said; 

"I firmly believe If the question 
was put to a vote of the cltlsens ot 
New York 11 would be heavUy dataat- 
ed. The whole power of the church 
would be din'cled atsalnst it. for the 

moral reason for opposing Sunday 
opening. It wants the contributions 
that would go to the aaloon." 



r 



MORK ABOUT THK MKMAaC may send it to Ua MfM.— S. 

SMYTHE. 




plan for the is 



it ABsoclatlon Is, la niy opinion. 
OM ot tiM most valuable Ideas tor «k- 
fNMlv* and aSaeUTe pmpagaadlam 



It s 



■ to 1 



3 that 



an yi<nraaalT« Freethinkers— and all 
aotual ITraa thinkers are. of course. 
liiiaiaaalTr ilinuli unite in thanking 
Dr. yniaaa. (or this Buggeation, ond 
urge that It be acted npon. 

In Ita application, the idea la origin 
al, unlqna; and we know that the new 
and novel attracU attention, loat aa 
we know that any reform movemaAl 
muat attract attenUon to itaeU, if It 
would rapidly advance. 

In his preparatory Btatement, Dr. 
Wilaon has covered the grounil so 
thoroaghly and so ably, that he leaves 
■aiall opportunity for suggestion f: 
' ««iMn. Wa mnat agree that auch a 
AoennMnt. ravlewing the work and 
immoM ot the movement during the 
[ twelve months and outlin- 
i|)aif;n tor iho -^nm- 
mot fall to impress and 
) the neutrals, and any wav- 
•line aamban of the oppoaltlon. aa 
wan aa greatly eneoarage and atlin- 
ulate our comradea on the firing line, 
increaslnK their energy and enthu- 
sla.sm, adding to their seal, and in- 
citiiii; them to greater 

In preparing this 
dent wonM be aided by the aggregate 
Jadgment and advice of the exeenttve 
ooBunittee of the organizaUon, Just 
W the president of the United SUtea 
oalla upon the collective wisdom of hla 
eaMnet to consider what issue shall 
b* included in his annual message 
to oongreaa and how they shall be 
handled, in fact, to decide with des- 
cretlon and discrimination upon the 
politics of his administration. With 
Freethought are interwoven and inter- 
ucpendent many vital problems that 
the most conscientious though and 
careful deliberation should be devoted 
to auch a message. 

In Dr. Wilson's informal message 
I find ao much of verity and value, 
• ao mndi that ahoold not be lost in 
■o limited a elrculatlon, ao many 
Oilnga calculated to loosen the gyves 
of ahaoUed thought as well as Ui 
make aome of our Kreethiukers do 
Juat a littia more thinking than they 
are aociartomed to doing, that it 
leame to me li .otettld 



Yea thla one is the eon of the one 

that used bray in Brooklyn and then 

In WashinBlon. and then. Just any 

(1 pincr ho ronld t:f't anylwdy to ils- 

These two modern ones have talk- 
1 a great d^ more than the one 
that talked to Balaam, but neither 
of them ever aald anything as senbi- 
ble as the one that Ulked to Dalaam 
did, and beside that the one that talk- 
ed to Balaam was saying what the 
Lord wanted said, because the Hlble 
says so, and there Is no way of 1;; 
Ing that these American ones 
said what the Lord wanted said, I 
don't know anything about this Call 
(orate fellow, but I knew hla daddy 
and he waa N. O. 

The one that talked to Balaam over 
In Palestine had died before I got 
there, but I saw many oC hi! decend- 
ents and they were all.O. K., and 
blood will tell. 

I never believed that atory about 
the donkey talUng Hahrew to Balakm 
unUl I saw a donkey that nnderatood 
Greek, in Athens, just as easy as my 
mule, Jeff Davis, understands Amerl 
can. I have studied Hebrew and 
Greek both, and Hebrew is a whole lot 
eaaler than Greek, and If a donkey 
can understand Oreak aa I saw nn 
(See Dog Fennel) In Athens, ! don't 
see why one might not talk II="o 
I saw those donkeys in I'nle. 
do a whole lot of thinps that I i 
do, and yet I have talked more 
Hebrew, myaelf, than Balaam's don- 
key did. And if Balaam's donkey liv- 
ed over there among the Hebrews 
I and I Uved in Kentucky, of oourae the 
donkey had advutaaaa te learning 
the Hebrew laasMga that I did not 
have. 

You notice that Balaam'a donkey 
didn't talk the Kentucky language. 
That Palestine donkey could talk 
Bible Ulk. and ao can that one in Cali- 
fornia, If translated Into English, but 
the Palestine donkey and the Califor- 
nia one both together, couldn't edit 
the Blue Graae Blade. They were both 
good for drcua trh* mnlea, but the; 
could talk like I do In the B. O. B.- 
hardly ever. 

The California donkey la Ulklni 
aboiii Inndolity making anicide. T.^'a 
wall until a "Hhonuff" man gets to 
talking about It. 




i of the A 
to revise his ii 

everything not ess-iitial in ordi-r to 
condense, and couching it throughout 
ta laaguago to eomport with the dig- 
■Hy 9t ao Important a document— 
vote It ofllclal and authorize its pu:b- 
i and distribution In adequate 



Hla DweMlnq. 

at. Louis. Mo.. Feb 6.— The body 
of the Kev. MarUn McParland waa 
found todoy >«wTiig««g In the baaement 
of his homa In North 8t Loala. Late 
In the day he went into the basem'-nt, 
tied one end of the rope to a rafter, 
the other around his nook and Jiinipe J 
fro ma chair. He had been dead only 
a short tlm when found. Members of 
hla family atate that Mr. IfcFarland 
had been anCertag (ran ID health and 
give that reaaon aa the cause for his 
act 



preachers, that Infldeii'y la causing 
suicide. Waa Her. MeTarlaad an In- 
ndelT 



nual address for Misatonary WoMi. | IT. LOUIS MINISTER 
I have read the Doctors' able let-j COMMITS SUICIDE. 

ter three times, and, aside from the, 

spice ot Socialism which he ao adroit- 1 
iy mixes in. (which doubtless escaped | 
the oifocsis of Brother Moore it was 
grand from start to finish, and re- 
minds one of the propoeltioo that was 
presented several years ago. where 
some one said " The mantle of In- 
gersoll falls on Dr. Wllsou 

I am pleased to see the Blade re- 
sume ita wonted propoelUon. and trust 
that it wUl outUve the dead h jads. 
that read it, many of whom, doubt- 
less, consider that the publisher is 
under great obligation to fheoi for 
even reading It. 

The recent rallies of Rev. Lyman 
Abbott from the fold of oxtho.ioxy, 
and which Dr. Pattoa, president of 
Princeton TTniveralty. Anracteriies as 
"nickel-plated Christianity." has start- "» 
ed many hide-bound fogies, who in 
their comments, remind one of a blind 
owl houting on a dead limb— a lot of 
busaarda pecking at an M£ie. 

The Blade of January eighth In con- 
aeettan with Abbott, aaya "IngtrsoU 
waa a Methodlat. or Campbellite 
preacher compared with Abbott" 
There are many who consider the re- 
cent utterances of Abbott as rash and 
inconsiderate, but such, apparently, is 
not the caae. I have before me a clip- 
ping from a newapaper, and the f^arae, 
or a portion of it was quoted in tho 
Blade over two years ago, which 
Miows the trend of the noted preach- 
ers thought, at that time and la aa 
follows: "I have in my arehivee 
a Btatement of iU teneU, drawn vp 
by mo when I firat entered the piinla- 
try. How-every, 1 burned all ef my 
aermona yeara ago, and today, I can- 
not doubt that the change froni Um 
old method to the new methcd of 
thinking. Is important radical and re- 
volutionary. "A typical depirturo is 
the renunciation ot the Varp -nter 
theory' of God's creation of the world. 
•The Bible U not a book in which 
fifty, or alxty wrttaia t«U what reli- 
gion la. but It la MMrety a rwfx A of 
their religious experiences. They were 
human; they were Imperfect men who 
wrote the Bible. They stunild. d as 
we stumble." 

If they "stumbled" where does the 
"divine Inspiration" come In .' 

The late beloved and laments i (?) 
John Wesley said, "Giving up witch 
craft is giving up the Bible." What 
John bare thooSht 



So lmpr. .shea iiiii I with the v 
of thte Idea for an annual Freclhoughl 
maaaage that I shall take up the mat- 
ter editorially In the The Cuiturist, a 
Liberal magailne which I Intend 
Id Issue, and will Invite sugge;;: 
the tiubjoct— W.VI.-IKIt HI K 



"STUFFED CLUB"— SWEET WIU- 
UAMS, anUN CI^Y AND 
HOIMKS. 

PltUbnrg, Pa., Jan. S«. 08. 
a C. Moora, 
Dear ali^ have been reading the 
Blade (or one year this January, and 
I want to read It a<Hne more since 
I have got the habit So pleaae find 
11.00 for the Blade, and $1.00 for Vr. 
WllBon's book, when ready. I would 
be Inclined to censure you If j 
not so much older than I am. 
Ing a "Stuffed Club" in your posses- 
alon for ao tong and not naing it I 
atnmUed onto a few oopiea by acci- 
dent and found that they contain val- 
uable Information, and I hope that It 
will be the cause of your living many 
years longer, for If you should drop 
off, you would be more missed than 
Theodore Rooaovelt Long live the 
nade and Ha editor. — G. B. OANDE- 
LiOT. 

Ayropdk o( T.«i M»Jti , that reminds 
me of a atoiy. 

Old General Green Ctey, uf Ken- 
twdgr waa once naked why he rode on 
boraebaek aU tha ^me laatead of 
walklag Bomotimea. he aald: "There 
are millions or horses but only one 
Gr.-en Clay." 

"I.ti liiiii that ridith undoistand." 

ABOUT YOUR TALMAQE 
Los Angeiea. Calif 

Mr. Moore, 

Dear comrade and Bro. I send you 
under aeparate cover, a Los Angeles 
newspaper containing the Sunday 
braying of one Talmage, probably a{ 
dt'M'<'ii(i:iiii of that other animal that 
couNtrsied with Balaam, and I hope 
you may give the feUow all that's 
> him. Sand me a copy ot 



WANTS ANOTHER DOG FENNEL 
TO LEND OUT. 

Mr. Cfiartw C. Idoure.- 

Dear sir— Enclosed find Post Office 
money order for one dollar, for which 
send your most valuable book, "Dog 
Fennel," which in my humble estlma- 
Uon la tha « real thins" (or every per- 
son of ordlnair tntelUtenee to. read If 
he wishes to exercise the gray matter 
n his belfry. The average Christian 
hasn't sufflcleni 
in his noggin to feather a small flee, 
and as a result he will not Investlga.e 
for hlmaelt I have read Dog Fennell, 
dlgeated It thoroaghly. and now wish 
to make another meal on it It ' 
worth more than aU the Biblea 1 
. i ll' of Hades, and would to God, 
.h sus, that It 
hold In the 



noted preacher Freethought, 



I oaa beat yon a gaaM oC 

Hoping to receive tha bw* at an ear^ 
ly date that I may h»a U to 
misguided mortal, — OaORMD OATH. 



INFIDELITY WITH A BIG 

Brunswick, Maine- Feb, 25, 05. 
Editor Blue Grass Blade. 

Dear sir— I am glad that you have 
gone to writing again, for w« miased 
you very much. I don't like these 
lukewarm fellows that want to 
called Freethinkers, Liberals, Ag. 
tics, etc. 

I believe In showing our colors, 
speak right out and any that I 
an Infidel, and I would like to aee 
have the sand to do the same, 
hope you may live a long time yet 
and have the strength to rrlnt your 
paper and enjoy the fruits thereof. 
Don't print this unleaa you want Ui. — 
WILLIAM L. HAM. 

Had I your name I'd write iaeog. 
Would not bethought any part of a 
hog; And yet It sure must be confess- 
ed I love hog, and ham the beat 



OLD SUMCIIIBER 



. the Blade. 

Herewith I enclose $2.00 to re 
my subscription one year in adv: 
to the Blade and the Thrlce-a v 
World, provided you are still clubbing 
with the New York World, at the old 
rate — $1.65, for both. You may send 
me extra Blades for the balance, 
otherwise apply the t2.^ tor payment 
hi (oil (or both. I want aztiaa of Jan- 
naqr 1, eoatalaing Or. WUaoa'a an- 



day, announced the atory of tl 

-Oy hlj b e h a l l l et.jia say "jQtxiiDg np 
the first chapter ha Genesis la (living 
up the Bible." 

Rev. Abbott Indulges in a some- 
what flippant air, when he speaks of 
"the carpenter theory of Ood'a crea- 
Uon." which calls attention 
story that the earth and "the fullness 
thereor were made In aiz days, and 
"He made the stara 

Bdlaon and Weatin^hoaae not lr>» g 
in evidence in those days, where did 
the light come from to enabv? the 
"carpenter " work to proceed the Prst 
three days? 

The sun and moon were not me do 
unUl the fourth day. recardleoa o( the 
atory that there waa 
the first day. 

Rather poor asi 
the least! 

And still w. arc told that the 
science of astronomy and the Bible do 
not eoafllct— that we ridicule in place 



When auch a glaring in oonaistoncy 
ft f eenU Itself, all argument ceases to 
avail, and ridicule becomes the proper 
weapon. In connection with the sun 
and moon we are reminded of two 
Irishmen who were traveling on a 
bright moonlight night when one of 
them, looking at the full orb of night 
said "I think that the moon were bet- 
ter as the sun." 

"Go on yese fllannel mouth." replied 
bU companion; "What are yese given 
u»-the moon better aa the aun; sure 
Molke. doat it ahiaa la t ha nig ht 
B we nada it"— L ROVm. 



LKXINOTON eHR!«TIAN 

ATTBMPTS tUiCIDE. 



lanptad aaMde ta CinclaujO. by 



It la not know whether or not l 
Ul recover. Vrom letter 
friends, ftoond 'te hia pocket 



'I have pardoned all on f 
hta lajared me. aa I exp 

pardon bn heaven for thla a 

1 prayed last night for the gool 
help all through your gria 
low He will do it, for in my | 

I thought I shot myself and e 
as pleased about it. 

All o^ you go to church and t 
lead Christian lives, for 1 ' 



LET EACH READIR FOT Hit 

OWN HIAO ON IT. 

Infidel Moore: 

Though I have probably got you 
more subscribers than any one man 
In Maryland or perhaps in any half 
dozen neii^borlag atatea. yon have 
have done me the great Injustice to 
say, In the Blade, that I am 'skeered 
of the Christians and afraid to talk 
out In meetin' and say what I am." 
while you yourself were actually 
afraid to print my article (likewise 
thla one) because it would have 
shown your own error. 

Over SO yeara ago, while you were 
praying, preaching and baptliing pret- 
ty young women, my grandfather, 
Samuel Maysllles, a wagonmaker, at 
Benevola, Md., 7 miles south of Hag- 
erstown. risking boycott and all the 
fanatical persecutions Christians then 
practiced, quietly circulated Palne's 
Age of Reason quite widely here, to 
which effect all bat bare two Ra- 
tionalists here toHlay can be direetly 
or Indirectly traced. 

Prior to and during the Rebellion, 
both he and my father wcru outs 
en abolltlonlsta, at tho very risk of 
their lives, this then slave state of 
Maryland. I oompoaed and had 
scribed on my Cathar'a tomb, in 
Christian church-yard, these true lines 

A pioneer In Abolition, Hydropathy, 



other Freethoui^t papers, 
all the Ratlonallat maatlnga I conven- 
iently could .and alWl^ being an 
ouUpoken Ratlonallat at heme and 

abroad. 

I I have peraonally mai L. K. Waab- 
bum. Editor MaQdonald, J. B. Hems- 
burg. Charlea fTatta, Ingeraoll. Put- 
nam and many i 
1st. all of whom 
me much more 
have not seen. * 

I waa alao one e< the leading or^ 
ganlzera el the American Press-Writ- 
ers' Asaociation, whose work is 
largely Rationalistic, I having first 
suggested such an organisation. So 
I am by no meana "alMered of the 
t:;hrl8tians. 

Hut, while an active, outapoken, ag- 
gressive Rationalist, I have also been 
a farmer, school teacher, traveling 
salesman, and local business man, 
and followed them all successfully, 
and aaoh men might also more likely 
suggest a BUccessfuI ipethod of Ra- 
tlotiallstic prona*"""''' *>>-" one who 
can only boast ofhavingmade a finan- 
cial failure thereof, after having first 
bem misled so far into superstition 



Honest temperate and diligent he 

'aquai- rights lor an.' . 

Prepared by present usefulness, 
every future call. 

We had a Dunkard and a United 
Brethren preacher (both of whom 
knew him well, and were his frlendi 
to aid at the funeral services, as two 
at Ua atetera were church members, 
and Dr. W. A. Cn^t of Waahlngton, 
IX 0., the famoua Agnoatlc, poet, ora- 
tor and preaa-writer, delivered the 
main funeral oration, which the Truth 
Seeker prinU in pamphlet form, un- 
der the title of "A Remarkable Fun 
eral Service," aa it certainly was, for 
of none like It either in tUa 
■ elaewhere. We were an 
alike tolerant of each other, and all 
passed off harmoniously and very In- 



(wded t 



wing. 



This all happened about six years 
JO. 'Whan living In Waahlngton, I 
was Seeretary at the Waahlngton Sec- 
ular League, besides personally hav- 
ing got from the Chief of Police a 
permit to hold an open air Single Tax 
meeting, on Pennsylvania Avenue, 
every Sunday .into which I and other 
speakers injected very much Ration- 
alism. 

In Chicago, though warned agalnat 

, I also was the first man, after 

been suppressed to personally obtain, 
from the Chief of Police, after a 
peraonal Interview with the elder 
Mayor Harrison, a permit for Sunday 
Single Tax street meetings. 
Into which I injected very much Rar 
tionalism. I was there, also, for 
about two years. President of the 
Chicago Question Club, through which 
I injected much Rationalism into our 
audiences, and also into our resolu 
tions and artldea. which we gave to 
the Al 
to the 

For two years previous thereto 
similarly presided over the Boston 
) Question Cluli. and. on Sun 
days, we likewise held open air nu'ei- 
Ings on Boaton Common, into which 
diacourees I injected very much Ra- 
tlonallam, whenever opportunity of- 



I 

never was "vaccinated" with. So. aa 

you eventually proved unfaithful to 
your Christian pledges and profes- 
sions, you are a real simon-pure Infi- 
del sure enough, but I, who never 
profeaaed Chrlatianlty, but have been 
strictly faithful to aU my promises, 
pledges and profession, am not in-fidei 
i. e. un faithful at all, but am a Ra- 
tionalist. 

As "two wrongs do not make a 
right" Macdonaid's or Washburn's 



made the Investigator faU and Truth 
Seeker beg. 

Call things by their right names 
and choose an attractive one for Ra- 
tlonaliam if you would increase its 
memberahlp. 

"Vulgar and pride are both unwise, 
Vinegar ne 



If we are Ratlcnaliats then our op- 
ponents are Ir-rationalists, but. If we 
are In-fldel (un-falthful) then they 
are fidel (faithful) to all pledges, 
promises, vows and professions. 

To falsely acknowledge himself a 
rascal, villain, miscreant or other vile 
being his enemies call him is not be- 
ing brave but a fool. 

"To get a dog kUIed. give blm a 
bad name." We have the right and 
ths brains to make and aelect our own 
name, and, if anyone la "akeered" of 
the one Mr. Moore uaea. he ought to 
know enough to adopt one that at- 
tracU Instead of "skeerlng, ' If he 
wants more con verts and subscribers. 

But. my above ix'dlgree, which 
be easily verified, us thousands In 
above cities know me, shows that, for 
once at least friend Moore has mis- 
taken, and rm not "skeered" but he is 
and dare not print this or my pre- 
vious article, for fear It will expose 
his lifelong error. 

Sincerely yours for investigation, 
logic, truth and progress. 

D. WBBSTBR GROH. 

Hagerstown, Md. 



altogether honest 

What 'Trilby" called the "altogeth- 
" is too much for most people — they 
in t inland the naked truth walking 

around without any clothes on — not 

even a fig leaf. 



AQIN CUMIN. 
Norihvlew. Mo. Nb. 1. IMC 
Bdltor Rluo Oraaa Rtedat 

Pleaae find enoioaed |1 lor which 
mark me up a year. 

I hope that all who love free speech 
free press and free opinions, beliefs, 
etc.. will do all they can to promote 
the interests and waUhro at the Blade 
—get subscribers and pay lor your 
own subscripUoaa as pKNiptly aa yon 



I 1 



I col- 



umns of the Blade free from aU vnl- 
gar, obscene ianguage. 

Let there be no language that 
shows any kinship or relationship to 
the Old Testamnet. 

Infidels Indulge in curse 
prohibits (t 
di words ta 
writtag, not be- 
lt's against the Bible, but be- 
the tough criminal class of so- 
ciety uses them. We should avoid ev- 
everything that has any Indency to 
connect It with bad society. 

J. 8. CAMTRBLL. 



A CONTRAST. 

A sensible letter from Cincinnati 
calls my attention (o the Press dis- 
patch that $1,100,000 has been given 
lately, by aome man whoae name te 
kept seoret to the UaloB Hwohnleal 
Seminary In New York. 

The letter ends thus: 
"No wonder religion dlos hard, while 
the heroes and fighters for reason 
and progress can hardly exist, and 
die by starvation and aulclde. as 
Ureen and wife of Chicago 4md poor 
Mr. Heston of Carthage, 

Respectfully, , 

J. B. HURT 

Not Walter— Put $100,000 Into safe 
handa — aome Truat Company, that 
win pay It ont to me In Blades at 50 
a year and I wlU wipe Chrtetlaalty 
off the map of the United Statea. 



FAMOUS FRUIT LANDS 

Of the East Texas Country- 
Home of the Blberta peach, the 
rawberry, pltmi, pear, tomato and 
other fruite and vegeteblos. Big 
sashsy 4m- growtag for the northern 
markete. ^ 

On February 7th ana ^iBf-Wart, 
7th and Zlst round trip home-aeek- 
ers' tickets from St. Louis, Thebee, 
i Cairo or Memphis to Texas points at 
I rate of one fare plua $2 not exceeding 

;$i6. 

I One way eolonist tioketa at halt 
fare, plus $2 on February 21at and 

March 21st. 

Write for booklets on Texas fruit 
lauds, map and time table. 

U O. SCHABFBR. T. P. A.. 

o. 



TURN BOTH OF THEM DOWN. 

Some body sent me a newspaper 
clipping In which my nephew, presi- 
dent Dabney, was alluded to thusly: 

It was noticed, however, that both 
of the college Presidents at the table 
Dr. C. W. Dabney, of U. C, and Dr. 
Guy Potter Benton, of Miami, turned 
down their wine glasses. Dr. Dab- 
ney's speech waa a plea against too 

urged 

should be given every ccdlege student 
in order that he might not take too 
narrow a view of life. ThiT.fore he 
aiivised that there lie h limit to the 
scope of the elective system In col- 
leges. "What wd need." aald he, " te 
the man ta the pnlplt the man ta the 
labratory, the man everywhere— the 
man first and the specialist after- 

fts N. G. to turn down a wine glass 
unless yon are going' to torn down 
I "the man ta the pulpit"* too. 
I A man may torn dciwa a wtaa glass 

I at a banquet and tnrn up a 2-gallon 
Jug when he gela hOBM. I have been 
I a Prohlbiticmlst and a preacher too; 
to their grafU. 



HE GRANGER HAS 

FAIRLY GOOD INFIDELITY." 



I I 



t a aoKT of "The 




|"Oranger" of Auburn, Nebraska, date 
I have, in the past 20 years, got March 8, 1904. It la Vol. 31, No. 10. 
hundreds of Katloiialistic articles in- Us editor aud publisher Is J. H. Dun- 
to the dally newspapers all over the , das. 
B j United States, including the San I I cannot understand why as sensl- 
qulPrancteco Bxamtaer, Nav Orlaaaa ' ble and good a man aa Brother Dun- 
'he TImea-Democrat Boaton Traveler,! das is, can pubHah ao good an Infi- 
Bulletta, Chieaio Reoord- ! d«« paper without publtehiag a better 
gC tha aamejona than It to. ezeapt on tha snpposi- 
haaMaa havtag asM hndrada oC ' tlon that ha Is afntd to talk oat ta 
at Mtea'a Ars aC Rdaaon, aiMI maatta and say an he thinks, baoanaa 



Cincinnati, Ohio. — It seems to me 
the Annual . Message is one of the 
beat things I ever read. 

Why not have it distributed exten- 
sively among leglstetors and other 
offlcialaf Do not sea wtqr thte (eatnre 
was not thought at balora pr. Wilson 
discovered It I hope it will be a 
feature at the beginning of every 
year. The Doctor certainly deserves 
much credit for such a splendid mes- 
sage— T. J. WYSCARVER. 



A Good Route 
to Try 




containing unlimited possibilities for 

agriculture, bort!culture, stock rais- 
ing, mining and manufacturing. And 
last, but not l^t, It Is 

The Scenic Route 



Tha Priaco Sjrsism now oftera the 

traveling public exuellent service and 
fast time- 
Between St Louis and Kansas 
Qty and polntt In Mlaaourl, Kan«as, 
Arkanaaa, Oklahoma, Indian Terri- 
t»rf, Texas sad tne Southwest. 

Between Kaasaa Qly and polma 
In Teancaaer, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Georgia, Florida and the Southeast. 

Between Birmingham and Mem- 
phis and poinu in Kanaaa, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, Indian Territory, Texaa 
and the Test and Southwest. 

FuU Infermation as to route and 
rates cheerfully furnished upon appli- 
cation to any r 
Company, or to 



TO THl BLADE' 

Should Buy at Many, Kvary WMk, at 
He Can; Thing of P*fMn« to • 
Send them to." 

How the Roman Catholic Hierarchy 
Contraeto th* Clectora,— An Ex- 



An Appeal to the. Rip Van Winklss. 

Senator Tbomas R. Bard of Call- 
fonUa. gaT« ImporUnt and itartling 
tMUmonr baton tka 8e>iato Comin It- 
tee, on Indian Affairs In WashlnRton, 
January 81. 

Senator Bard saM he ha'l been vis- 
ited by Dr. E. L. Shaef, an agent for 
a Roman Catholic mission society, 
and had bam aaM to na* bla In 



ben of OoBgrMB to help In getting a 

■ . OD (perver^iOiij of the iimII hi 
tiii<.t fund for the .-iipi'ort of Catholic 
•ehools on the Reservation. Ab a . e- 
ward Dr. Schaef promised to have a 
■aflotoBt number of Catholic votes 
BtTan to Repnbllean Concrefsional 
eandldatee, In ao doubtful diatricts to 
elect them. He dealitnated the dis- 
tricts and the priests who would see 
that the votes were delivered. 

The Catholics have been receiving 
about 97 per cent, of the Indian achool 

fULd. 

It waa brought out in the course of 
the hearing that President Roosevelt 
had sanctioned the use of the nion- 
ey. 

These astonishing diaclosures have 
the Roman Catholic Hierarchy bare 
before the world. The mask of "pure 
ly spiritual Interest." in th-» affairs of 
government, drops, and the same old 
winning face, that has smiled itself 
Into confidence, only to betray and 
destroy human liberty, In all ages, is 
exposed to view. 

If the Bight l8 not starilli.s enough 
to arouse the Rip Van Wrlnltle of 
▲merles . then has all the work for 
fteedoa to nUtfm and govemmmit 
Ik OM ootttrr bMB to ▼nta. 

The DwBoeratIo party has the ropu- 
taUoo of poaesslng all the Catholic 
voters, and hundreds of th.iusnnda 
of young men and old ones t.oo, have 
Toted the Republican Ucket for no 
other reason than to vote against the 



The crafty prieat-hood has played 



uaod tk^ t« «l«et ni«B to ofltoe with 
whom the ^mrer had thingi arrang 
•d. 

BMiatnr Bard's revelation explains, 
to a great measure the often unex- 
pected Republican victories, and ac- 
eoonU for much of the increased Re- 
publican party vote, in the recent na- 
tional election. 

What is to be done? We are facing 
grave economic problems, serious to 
require In their solution, all the 
thought and effort of our best minds, 
and to have this addiUonal and vital 
Issue suddenly proelpltated upon 



our Franklins, Palnes, Jeffersons and 
LInoolns, as they have never before 
been taxed. 

The purpose of this article is not 
to outline a plan of action— the writer 
dottbU his abUlty to do a»-b«t to 
sound the alarm' and walw n» Uu Rip 
Van Winkles and summons them to 
conncU. 

The burden of the fight will be 
borne by the Freethinkers, for the 
Protestants expect to substitute one 



It Is MkMwtodced that tto Protest 
atat system would be less harmful 

than the Catholic; but to pit one reli- 
gious system against another would 
not be good generalship. 

The only argument available in 
su* a contest Is "expediency"— n« 
nal prtaelpls -mMi bo served. 

The Onthxrito people as a whole, are 



e unawares of tho real purpose 
of the priesthood. 

Full aeoounts of Bsoator Bards re- 
valaUon should bo printed In conven- 
ient form ,and mailed to Catholic men 
throughout the oountry. It is not im- 
possible to arouse some of them to a 
knowledge of their own. and of their 
country's danger. 

Freethought papers should be sent 
to the voters of the country, whose 
sympathies are naturally against the 
association of church and state, but 
whose knowledge of the present dam- 
age la llmltsd to the mUk and water 
paragraphs appaarias in the dally 
press. Who should send these pa- 
pers? The present subscribers. Every 
subscriber to the Blade should buy 
every week, as many as he can think 
of persons to mail them to. The Rip 
Van Winkles should be waked up. and 
the wisdom and patriotism of the peo- 
ple Invoked to curb the power of the 
Roman political heirarchy. 

That hierarchy and a republican 
form of government cannot long exist 
in the same oountry. 

It tha ktotoar of tha Chrlatiaa era 
*M nat tmPlUk pmC ot Om fact, ite 



i 



following declaration in \M, to an 
U>ostollc letter by Pope L«> XIII. will 
remove all doubts on the subject. 

He said "For If the sovereign 
thorlty la derived from the consen 
the governed, and not from God, it 
loses ito Bost august characteristic 
and decsnsratss into an aftifloial sov- 
ereignty, and rests upon an unstable 
and shifting basis, namely: the will of 
those from whom it is said to be de- 
rived." 

Mm and women of democratic 
Amertaa, tUag of tha import ot those 
worda iMOt tha sitnation fftlriy in 

the face as it is presented to-day. 

Think, counsel, and then do some- 
thing.— MANLY AUnOTT. 



RABBI AQAINST THE BIBi.E. 

The' Pittsbarg Oasette, of January 

30, conttlns a long extract from a 

ormon of Rev. Wr. J. Leonard Levy 

hich begins as follows: 

•'Opening the first chapters of the 
Dlble, which, ,by the way, I do not 
regard as anything but a swias of fa- 
bles sad lacsads tatondad to oonvey 
most Impressive moral lesson, we 
nnd that God croated man In His 
Image. The .scripture docs not speak 
of any particular Keci, or race, or 
creed. It simply tells us that "God 
created man in His own image." 

With Christian preachers like Ab- 
bott sad Savage attacking the New 
Testament and Rabbi's attacking the 
Old Testoment, tha poor old Bibles la 
having a hard time of it 



High Shnrltr Henry H. Pock that (U 
Charles .1. Bnll had granted her a re- 
prieve of fournionths. 

First time any Inlldel woman gets 
bung, aaaia body saad ma a 
per oiipplBg aboift it— HIXT. 



"Possum" Fletcher Baptised at the 



Negro Crarged With the Murder of 

Dalton Rurdlne Joins Baptist 
Church. 

"Possum" Fletcher, one of the noto- 
>us negro criminals to tha Jefferson 
eoutttjr Jail, has bese csavortad, and 

was bsptlsed Into the Oreen street 

colored Baptist church at tho jail yes 
terday morning. Fletcher Ik charged 
with the murder of Dallon Uurdiiie. 

mber of the Louisville Boat Club, 
and has been oonvietad of the crime, 
hot a faw weeks ago was graatad a 
new trial. 

Fletcher's religious tendencies be- 
inie evident Hcvoral wet :\k'>. dur- 
ing the proM 



of ; s hweiuar, the Reformed church pas- 
tor of Bphrata. visits Mrs. Edwards 
as her spiritual adviser. Last week 
he gave her a lltUe book, enUUed, "As 
sursnces of Faith," which she reads 
This afternoon he spent cnnslilcraldp 
time in the rrindnnniod woirinn's rcli 
preparing her Ihoushts for the world 
to oome, but he finds It hard work. 
When both knelt In prayer today little 
Alma knelt by har mother's side, 
awed by the clergyman's earnest 

[r. Schweitzer received Mrs 
tato his church by roiifirnin 
tkm whan she wa.s thirt. cn yi ars ohi 
her to John Edwards 
when she was seventeen. 



(ave in a recent Blade, an account 
of Rev. George C. Cromer, Lutheran, 
In Louisville, in his church, on Sun 
day, and in the presence of his con- 
gresation. going to a store and burn 
Ing volumes of Shakespeare, Uyron and 
Burns, and the Magazine for January, 
and a copy of the Sunday Courler- 



s.Tvlc.s boinj; 
held In the Jail by E. E. Tucker, pas- 
tor of the Green street Baptist church. 

During the progress at a meettog 
held among the negro criminals three 
weeks ago. 
ed to his feet 

got it." The minister to tbmrm v€ the 

services spent the remainder of his 
time leading Fletcher to repentance, 
and the preparations for the baptism 
jwere begun. 

Early yesterday morning, several of 
the members of the Oreen street Bap- 
tist church appeared at the Jail, carry 
Ing a big tank, closely resembling a 
bath tub, which Is used In the church 
for baptismal ceremonies. This was 
taken into the cellar of the Jail, and a 
short time later the 
les took place. 



Christians to read. 

An account now. In the Louisville 
Herald, sc-nis to indicate that Cromer 
realizes that he has publicly made 
ass of himself that It has knocked 
him off his pins, and what mind he 
U so out Of kilter that they hare 
had to send him off to the country for 
and Rev. Bernard Bass— poesl- 
a little scaly, and given to fish' 
storieB -a Cam pbol lite, has been put 
in Cromer's gospel shop until they 
can get Cromer off the docks. 

When Cromer bounced onto Infidel- 
ity with both feet he found he was 
up "agin' It, and It paralyzed him. 

Louis Rehm, a leader In Cromer's 
church says his church did not en- 
dorse Cramer. 

Better go sorter slow when you butt 
up "agin" Infidelity; its loaded. 



Dr. Isaac K. Funk is out with anolh- 
• Spiritualistic miracle. He avers 
that through the medlumship of Mrs. 
May Pepper, pastor of the First Spir- 
itualist church of Brooklyn, a man 
who had not heard from his failu r In 
thirty years was furnished with his 
•ess and opened up correspon- 
danca. Dr. lUnk vouches for the fact, 
and daplarea there is no ohaaea tor 
fraud in U " ~ " 

Seeker. 



-Truth 



Dr. Funk hss been a good friend to 

me. He was the editor of "The Voice,' 
the great ProhlblUon paper, and he 
has complimented me. 

He Is of the firm that publishes the 
Standard Dictionary and always seem- 
ed to me to be a nuiii of KiH)d sense 
But he is a preacher ,aud no preach 
in be relied on for good common 



When John baptised Jesus a man 
could have carried the Christian's god 
bis back. Outwardly Jesus was hn 
n. If he was divine he was dls 
gulsed. Mary Magdalene did not 
think she was loving a deity. No tailor 
discovered that tha Naaarana waa a 
god dressed in man's clothes. We 
need truer definitions. Tho human 
is not divine; the divine Is not hu- 
We have some idea of what it 
Is to be a man; we cannot even ima- 
gine a god. 

The above Is by Washburn, to tha 
Truth Seeker. 

Two lines liMlil in the middle of 
hat piece are about what I have Of- 
ten felt ncUued to write, but conclud- 
ed it was too deUcato. Soma bodr 
though Muaa ot thssa dajs, wlU flia 
it off. Its loaded, and Its fair to do It. 

All intelligent people think about It 



DADDY OF THE MORMONS 

Allen, Kansas. Jan. 31, 05. 
Dear Blade. 

As you need a little wood to fire 
up, this cold weather. I herewith send 
my IJ.OO. 

Also I want to correct Mr, Moore 
in regard to the author of the Mormon 
Bible. Solomon Spaulding, a Presby- 
terian minister living In the Western 
part of Penn^tvanla, wroto the maa- 
usoripi daseribtog tha two (I thtek 
tea editor) lost tribes of Israel, took 
them to the printing press at Pitts 
burg, where Sidney RIgdon was edi- 
tor. 

Spalding died before the Campbel 
lite preacher, appropriated them U 
his own use. 

Ha and Bmlth started tha Mormon 

church at Palmyra, New York. 

Your paper Is" doing good work 

right and will have beneficial results 
Wilson's crankiness on politics will 
not injure any one. His assault on 
Senator Hanna put me in mind of a 
poodle dog barking at a railroad train 
I will be 78 years old In next month. 
I was raised in Eastern Ohio, by 
C'ampbelllte parento and I know some- 
thing about, the Mormons. — Wttr 
UAM a HATCmR. 

I am much obliged to you, my dear 
old brother, and have no doubt you 
are right. Ever since about lS(;o. i had 
thought that Sidney Rigdon, a Camp 
belllle preacher wrote the Mormon 
Bible, one wtotsr whan he was sick. 

It la mveh BMra pnbfUa that soma 
educated Presbyterian preacher would 
write the Morman Bible, and that 
some Campbelllte preacher, like Wll- 
kinsiui. would steal It. 

Don't mention wood; we have mon- 
ey to bum. 



THINK* -I" AM IT. 

Louisville, Ky.. Jan. 30, 05. 
C. C.^Moore. 

Dear sir — I have read the Blade In 
which you gave such a flna daserip- 
Uon of the "BtoSad Clnh" with great 



I that 



ANOTHER CATHOLIC SHE DEVIL. 

Windsor, Vt., Feb. 2.— A *few hours 
after receiving the last rites of the 
Catholic ehnreh and hearing her fath- 
read the prayers for 



Your writings in tha 1 
ter with a great man] 
read the Blade than ■ 
write for it. 

Tour style of writing Ukea batter 
than any of the others. Several per- 
sons told me so. ^ 

Dr. Wilson Is grand. Mrs. Henry 



O. Moora, 

I dont sea why I oaat gat my 
Blada ragnlarly, I waat to read it on 
Saaday. Writo for the Blade your- 
selt ottsaar. tt wlU always takes. 

to you.— 



JOHM W. WAL8B. 



CHRISTIAN WOMAN TO BE HUNG. 
Mrs. Kate Edwards Is to be hung at 
Pa., oa February 16 for the 
aiardar o( har hasbaad. A part of the 



PRICE LIST 



BRITISHER 

Likes the Blade and Wants Dog Fen- 
nel and Puts Up the Sweet 
Williams. 

Grand Forks. B. C, Jan. 19. 1906. 
Mr. v^haries C. Moore: 

Dear Sir— Through the courtesy of 

[r. Oscar Redfleld. of Cashmere, 
WaA., I have been a reader of the 
Blue Grass Blade for one year. 

You win pleaHO find enclosed %2, 

le for renewal of paper and one for 
Dog re.tncl. 

1 like the Blade v<»ry much and 
hope that the book Dog Fennel bet- 

r thaa iu name implies. 

I believe if more Christian people 
would read Huxley, Lubbock, Tyler, 
Glekle, Tyndall, Spencer, Proctor, | 
Darwin, Ingersoli and Helen H. Gard- 
ner on Men, Women and Oods," and 
Facts and Fictkai.'' thara woald ba 
I rapid faUing off of tha Christlaa 
ranks. How any sensible person can 
wallow that dragon with 7 heads end 
10 horns, that swept one-third of the 
stars from heaven with his tail, and 
Joshua and Jonah and the whale, and 
other Hah Stories, the four comers 
of the earth. Lot's wife. Lot and his 
daughters Is beyond my comprehen- 

iw many people iu the world, to 



ilay. 



lid I 



Doctor if be should report a case like 
that In Genesis xzvlii? 

I am not a Christian but am strictly 
for temperance and good morals. I 
do not know the taste of liquor of 
any kind or of tobacco in any way. 

Moore, I wish you a happy and 
proS)>erou8 year, and may you live to 
herald the tidings of freethought for 
I years. 

MATT MILLER. 
P. 8. — The book of St. John's Reve- 
ktag tarrUe. The 
Old fellow most have had ^ fear- 



latkns is 

poojfold : 

infSi his 



ly his grand mother's pantry and 
gor(?od himself on fruit cake and 
mince pie. 

Tha idea of a dragon with 7 heads 
and U bans waiting by tka bed side 
of a tffik vomaa to 4avonr har baby 
soon as it was bom; and, while 
be was waiting be got 

his tail promlscuousl 
the heavens till he Hwiped 
third of the stars, all for a 
of an innooant babal 

Such rot should aot ba allowed in 
schools or say where else. M. M. 

Old Jack was navlng a case of 
unea-Jams. and was seeing snakes. 
Of ooorsa he waa wrong; bow in 
tha terU wss ha going to get 10 horns 
ea 7 heads, unless 1 
some of the heads Uka a bull, and one 
some of the otham Uka a rtooser- 
n? and what ktoi of a darned out- 
landish looking laaka would that 
have been? 
Ona of these homed frogs that i 
iw out yonder to tha ladlsa TerrI 
tory when I went oat there to debate 
with that CampebUito Har. Wilkin 
son, would not havs 1 
stance. 



SPUINDID LITTLB MY. 



Charh 



i phot 



r him 



,y. Y 

W. C. Wagener's, St. Ixmls. I 
to ba as sto< 
Atheist as I thiak yoa aia. 

I also enclose you a tracer, lately 

star ed with a view to locating the 

of Eden Ihinkini? that pos.sl- 



bly . 



1 had r 



.d for 



wayside staUon while you were trav- 
eling through the Orient Regards to 
Mrs. Moora aad family. Wa remain 
•W. C. DALY. 



The picture Is exceedingly hand- 
some and I reoogntre that It I? a 
fine picture of the boy that I think 
lh« V rr jrlghtest of his age I ever 
saw. not evel excepting my own 
grand-buy at Washington City, when 
s was your boys age. 
On the back of the picture Is "Don- 
ald D. Daly, bom Oct. 16, 1900. Hunt- 
Ingburg, Indiana. 

Under ordinary circumstances a 
boy with all of those |) s In his nam.- 
would be a Doctor of L>*vlnity. 
LoU of Doctors of IHvinity, but. 

Divinity is so sick. 
Tha ^nraoar" gava im o 



; MEN»S NEW nODEL i6 SIZE I 

1 watche:^ \ 

■ ■ 

■ HAMPDEN: -No. 104, " 2S Jewels, ftS; "lOB.- IS Jawals, IM; "Wm. ■ 

■ Kiniey," 21 Jewels, $23; same, 17 Jawals, |1S; "Osnerai Stark,* W ■ 

■ Jewels, 110; 15 jewels. t8: 7 Jewels, fS.BO. ■ 
' WAftTHAM: "Riverside Maxlmus," U Jawals. IM: "Vanguard," ■ 
5 23 Jewels. $30: "Riverside, " 17 Jewels, III: "P. B. BarUett," 17 Jawals, ■ 

^ $12.60; IR Jewels, $9; 7 Jewels, $6. ■ 

ELGIN: 'No. 156," or "162," 21 Jewels, $49; "270," 21 Jewels, $2B; ■ 

■■243" or "•<!4fi," 17 Jewels, $22; "242," 17 Jewels, $18; "241," 17 Jewels, ■ 

^ $12; 15 jewels, $8.50; 7 jewels, $6. ■ 

H CASES: All the above in the new Model, thin Silvertne Screw " 

gl Cases, to Fahy's, Crown or Deuber filled god screw case, guai^ ' 

■ anteed by maoufactorers for 20 years, artistic hand chased or plato, g| 

■ $3.00 more; hunting, $6.00 more. In 25 year case, $2.00 more than _ 
In 20 year case. In cases guaranteed for all time, screw, $8.00, or ^ 
hunting, $10.00 more than in Sllverine case. Prices of solid Kold cases ■ 
on application, a 

Every watch guaranteed fresh and new from factory (no "shop- ■ 

keepars"). aa aaenrato Uma-kaapar and Jf waU used, good for fifty ■ 

years or lomtar. wm ba kvt to order fbr oaa year. Bawara of ■ 

"Special" movements and cases made nobody knows where, and which ' 

you cannot price Intelligently and buy everywh.^re. Also of die-work * 

(stamped) "engraved" ca.ses - thoy are a fraiKl. Those listed above ■ 

are known to be the best watches luaile, and-- if watch Is new and " 

perfect— you are safe to buy them whore price i.s lowest, I pay freight. ■ 

_ LADIES' GOLD WATCHES. ■ 

■ Large (C) size Elgin, Waltham or Hampden, 20-yGar gold filled ■ 

■ latest style, artistic hand-chased. 7 Jewels. $10; 16 Jewels, $12.50; 16 ■ 

■ Jawals. adj.. $17. BmaU (o) sisa 7 Jawals. |11.S0; 1« Jawals. «16; 16 ■ 

■ Jawato. adj.. fia. 'Wvarsida.'' axtra flaa, m. la M-yaar ease. $1 " 

■ more. In 14k solid gold case, flO to |60 more. Latter with diamonds, ^ 
21 all In piuph box, prepaid, with guarantee ^ 
B CHAINS. ■ 

■ Long Guards, latest style, soldered links, opal» or other sets lu ■ 

■ slides ,rolled plated, $1, $1.60 and |2. Best Filled Gold. $2.60. $3 and ■ 

■ 14. Extra heavy. $6. Solid Gold. M, 910 aad $36. Qaata* Chatos. ^ 

■ same variety. Orders filled from aay eataloigna at same prtca or laaa. ■ 

■ Cash refunded at option. ' 

■ DIAMOND*, raARLS, OPAL*. WJC * 

■ I «B aa azpart to thto Uaa aad wItt aara yoa M par aoat tt yon " 

2 will ortar af ma. ^ 

H Bend for prloa list of Jewelry. Fraathongfct BiMgea. Biaga, Bllvar f 

and Plated Waia. Optical Goods aad My Traet, 'Thaiam to tha Craol- g 



OTTO WETTSTEIN 



110 N. KEN8INOTON AVENUE 



LA QRANQE, luL. 



idea on the Garden of Eden. It says: 
'According to an old map of the 



thirteenth century, paradise li 
cular Island lying near India. It is 
surrounded by a wall in which Is a 
gateway opening to the west. The 
gate is closed and the wall quite in- 
surmouatable^ Onr toter atlases do 
not locate this happy Maad.' 



EX-CATHOLIC SAYS CATHOLICS 
HAVE LOST THEIR GRIP. 

St. Clalrvllle, Ohio. Feb. 3, 1905. 
Mr. Charles 0. Moore: 

Respected Sir— Through Ihe kind- 
ness of Mr. H. Hoock of Cincinnati, I 
got several copies of your most Int 
estlng paper, the Blue Grass Bla< 
By careful reading and stodying of 
several articles In the 9am* I fint 
; them giving strong expression to spp 
timents that I had entertained all 
along. 

I was bom in Germany more than 
70 years ago, and reared In the faith 
of the Catholic church." that hot-beil 
of superstition, and imposture .but we 
all sliouUl be thankful they have lost 
their grip. 

The Reformation broke their main 
power. Science and sound philosophy 
have done a great deal and will do 

The roar of the savage "bet 
from the "seven hills" Is no longer 
shaking the thrones of Europe. 

Arbitrary ediU from the so-called 
See have lost their force. Ignorance 
and credulity are still sustaining tho 
rotten fabric— they are grasping at 
every straw to keep floating. 

The late measures enacted by the 
French government have made the 
creatures of the Vatican managerle 
howl. After so much rambling I come 
to the main point. Enclosed tind $1 
for the Blade for one year. 

Yours respectfully, 

L. P. HOFFNER. 



ict Catholics, and that attended 
church, but To^TioU The Jeusits-afe^ 
scheming devils.— J. G. SCOTT. 



W. W. Cooper representing him 
self as a Methodist preacher was Jail- 
ed for getting $18.00 frauduleaUy— 
Don't know where. 



Send us $2.50 and have the Blade 
sent to five ot your friends for one 
year each. 



WINTER IN COLORADO 



Your I 



1 physc 



the dry n 

elixir of life stands pre-eminenc. Al 
ways rigorous and stimulating, the 
Crist atmosphere of Colorado is at its 
In winter. To accomodate win- 
ter tourist to the Rockies, the Union 
Pacific has pat to affaet from Chicago 
a round trip rata ot M7.M aad from 
St. Louis a nmad trip rate of |MJO. 
with proportionate reductions from alf 
points within its immediate territory. 
Tickets on sa'e every day until M*y 
1st, 1905. with return limit June 1st. 
1905, Re sure your ticket reads over 
the I'ninn Pacific, the popular route 
to Cnlorndn Fnr full information in- 
quire of W H Connor. O. A„ East 
t>nrth street CInelnnstl. O 




In New Orieans, on Jan. 17, the 
Young Men's Hebrew Association 
Hall aad tha Clao street Evangelical 
church were burned. 



Caplinger mils. Mo..— Glad to see 
the Blade full size. Keep it sharp 
and cut a full swath through the rank 
weeds tA sttperstltloa and priestcraft. 

(Something abant Bodalism and 
anarchy editor). Extend my time on 
the Rlade for the $1.00 Inclosed.— .1. 
M. .\rSTlN. 



SAINT LOUIS 

TO THE ENTIRE 

SOUTIUIWEST 



•CRVieB AN* KWIPMENT 
'N KBBPIN«llrrrN NIODCRN 
IDEAS AND BXBCMTION 



MISSOUU, KANSAS, 
ARKANSAS, TEXAS, 
INDIAN TERKITORY 

^OKLAHOMA. 



For dMc 
■rhedule* • 
ttcnli»r». cil 




WM JKtUa CHRIST 

A OOOD MAN? 

Coraptanter, Pa.. 3ma. 10 
Editor B. O. Blade 

I wM gUd to ■•• ywff paper In iU 
enlarged form as of old. 

Now strictly adopt ths caah ayitam 
one dollar per year In adyanca, and, 
when such time Is up, atop It Ull the 
dollar cornea. 

Thoa« who are Mt able, or willing 
to pay their dollar oan dub togaCher 
and on your easy card offer, get It for 
50 cents a year. 

Nobotiy ought to complain on t! 



You claim you are very 
to have your paper do all the 
can. 

This depends on the way la which 
yon conduct it. 

I beg to offer a few auggeationa, 
being aware that It li your paper ' 

do with as you wish, and that 



I 



I of- 



as I 



are much pleased to see you resolv 



(Hmw MllowaA Mme perfectly fair 
remarks about Soelallani — ^Edlto 
pay my dollar lust aa cheerfully as 

though I wero one. 

You wore once a clergyman (No; 
I was a CaniplielHte preachei^-^d- 
Itor) and 1 must confess I am surpris- 
ed at the way you speak of the so- 
called "Savior of the World." 

You and I, by a proceaa of reason- 
ing, hare entirely outgrown the be- 
Hef In myths and ereeda. But m 
other good people have not. 

They may be on the mad, but, 

cr. i>r father, or, iM'rchanrr. it 
an hereditary Influence they 
^rdly explain. 

■spreaakMU HkoOt them that, 
you or me, seems matters of Indtffer- 

I rDiisid.T, as yo\i do. thai the .1 
of the four Kospels is an irreconcil- 
able absurdity. But, whether he 
a nqrth or a man, milUona yet believe 
that he la the Ood If heaven and 
earth. 

I Imagine you once believed this. 

It Is no doubt, a fact that he w 
a good man, for his day, a reformer, 
one desirous of bettering his fellows; 
and that he has been, by cunning 
prlestn and creed-mal<er8, elevated to 
a higher pedestal than he ever 
thought of elevating himself (to-Edl 
tor) 

Be this as it may. during the ages 
he has been elevatetf to a Qodshlp. 
But ibe .1^> htii iTT-rrntl. !s shtnlng 
now as never liefore; and these 
myths and phantom.s are not cobweb- 
bing the human mind as of yore. 

The easy, amooth way la the best 
way to tev* peo^ to aeo^ thi 
tmth. Do not ahoek them, do not 
dynamite the mind. Quit drawing 
parallala between yourself and "J. C." 
as yon write It. Millions of men 
yet fall down and worship Him, but 
they will never worship you. There Is 
a certain respect due to these 
guided people; a regard for the feel- 
ings of others, If we wish to bring 
them to our views, and do them good 
aa you, no doubt, alnoeraly daalre 
to do. 

On these lines build up your paper, 
and Its Influence will be extended, its 
readers Increase and its domain of 
usefulness widen with the passing 



B. G. MORRISON 

That Is a good letter and spoken 
like a man, and I hope I may an 
It In the same spirit 

Tea, I claim that I want my paper 
to do good— not because I am 
better than other people or expect to 
be, but simply that my ambition and 
deaira for fame taltes that turn. 

I Inherited that disposition from my 
grandfather. Barton W. Stone, 
preacher. I want people to write 
ma in the same candid way that 
do. 

I waa a Campbelllte preacher, 
my preaehlng day none of ns oalled 
ourselves clergymm, or "Barer 

or "Doctor." Now It is common for 

the pn-arhers of that church to 



UlU thlT 



1 take on all tb^ high 
a of the preachers of 



All religious aeeU have been hum-, 
ble when they were few and poor, 
and Kot to be vain and airaiaat and 

conceited when they got to be numer- 
ous and rich. 

In one sense I once believed that 
Jesus was Ood, as far as ony 
can believe can believe any thing that 
Is perfecUy intelligible to bim. That 
la I .believed it simply because people 
in whom I bad confidence told me so 
— never on my own Judgment. 

You say of Jesus "It Is no doubt 
a fact that he was a good man" etc. 

This Is the point I want to make 
most clear with you. 



except what la given na In the Mew 



Testament— profane history knows 
of him— and accepting the 
story of the New Testament about 
being true. I will tell you 
here why I think he was a bad man, 
your answer for publication 
paper, yon tell us why you 
was a good man, as tersely 
as practicable, anr.let our readers 
idge. 

To do him, or any other man, dead 
or living, any injustice would injure 
naturally I would not want 
to do that. 

My reason then, for thinking Jesus 
Christ a bad aum a^a aa tollowa: 

He never dM any worl^ He advised 
people to make frienda of rich peo- 
ple who had gotten their money un- 
JnsUy, and to do this fOr a selfish pur- 
He vIolenUy assaulted men 
without a right to do. He used very 
abusive and Insulting language about 
men who were as good as he was. 

He made Intoxicating liquor, drank 
it himself and told others to drink It. 

He did not care for the solicitude 
of his parents about him. 
He was disrespectful to his mother. 
He never made any sacrifice of 
is own comfort for the good of 

He took the property of other peo- 
ple without aaklw tkair parmlsaioii. 
He invited hlmaalf to dina with a 

rich banker. 

He said that people ouphi to hale 
each other. 

He said he did not touu. to biinu 
peace on earth but a sword. 

He aafS his followers must propa- 
gate his rallgica by the aword. 

He claimed that he was the son 
of Ood. 

Hi' flninied that ho w.i.s the right- 
ful heir to the throne of Judea and 
encouraged people to try to make him 
King of that country. 

He professed to work -miracles, and 
claimed that he would rise from the 
dead and ascend to heaven and come 
back to earth again during the lives 
of some of the persons to whom be 
talked. 

You s,T> I ouRht not to "^p.-^ak ir- 



with the tbols that kiss his ol< toe, 
and especially since the old devil 



r gets 80 that In order t 
laper going. I will have t 



If It e 
keep thi! 

ponder to such liars and hyp.x nies. 
I will quit slinging ink for llio Hladc 
and put in my whole time in working 
on the farm. 



Hagerstown. Md., Jan. 10, 08. 
Gentlemen— Inclosed herewith Is 
S. Express money order for $1 "0 or 
which one dollar pays fur lelln- 
quency of Robert Kaylor. Ha>;etsiown 
Md., on Blade. One dollar is for J. 
B. Wilsons book to be sent me when 
finished. The other |2.60 Is for 6 
club subscribers to Blade to be placed 
to my credit on your book so I can or- 
der thereon. Send u.e no iiostals as 
I'll write the cards luys, If when I 
want them as it Is handier to nie thla 
way than to always wait unUl I'm 
where the carda are, and then hut 
them up besidei, while with a com- 
mon card I can send you an order on 
postal immediately when said or<ler Is 
given. 

Now please use one each of these 
yearly civb aahaerlbara to extend tor 
one year, my alstar'a aubscripUoo, 

Ijsura E. Oroh, Breathedsville. Md., 
and my brothers' J. C. F. Oroh, 110 
South nroad street, Waynesboro. Pa. 
Both of these suliscrlptions expired 
several months ago, I think, since 
which, they only received a copy oc- 
casionally. Ton make their date as 
you think best under the circum- 
stances. 

This leaves nie three subscriptions 
to order on later, which please put 
to my credit on your books 
and oblige.— D. WBBSTBai OROH. 



Christian, .lew. Mohammedan, etc., 
and "in-fldellty." marital unfaithful- 
ness, both these words are entirely 
too broad, abstruse and repulsive for 
such concise, careful thinkers and 
writers, as intelligent Rationalists 
ought to be, to indeseriminately apply 
to themselves and» their friends. 

Concise thought necessitates con- 
cise words, through which to think 
and convey thought. Rational, Ra- 
tionalist and Rationalism are not on- 
ly «i mIb » oomplimaatary and attrac- 
Uva (wUIa Hi4dal'' and "iB-fldallty" 
are not), but their antonyms exactly 
while the antor 



name. Is the first requisite of any 
successful principle, cause or propa- 
ganda. A cause, whose advocates 
lack sufficient wisdom even to adopt 
a concise, appropriate, attracti' 
name for it and thanatiTea. hut mu; 
actually accept the lalaa, Bcurriio<i 
approbvlous name that Its most b 
spitefully hurl at it ( 
it, hardly deserves to attract 
and succeed. 

IS begin right, with a correc 
for oppou 



r hii 



G(k1, and II 



■ of- 



it we not 



fended by such language. 

If that principle Is true 9 
also speak Irravaraatly 
Zoroaster, Sachia Amauni. Plato, Mo- 
hammed, Joe Smith. Mrs. Eddie and 
Dowle? 

I doubt the advisaliillty of ' iTie easy 
smooth way." I went to the Indian 
Territory to debate with a Campbel- 
llte preacher named Wilkinson. I -Aas 

By, smooth, kind. genOe. genUomen- 

wiia mill, lllllli llUllliliMl Ul IIU 



ly wfffl 

thatKI t 
I would ba «MtM aad eonrt^mw with 

bim. 

He ahowad his appradatlon of 
what I had dona by printing perfectly 

unreasonable lies about the debate 

and abont me, and said that I »!dd 
been penllcmanly only because he 
was there to make me so 

If some Intelligent and houesl ccur 
ageoui man had come to me when I 



I waa making a fool and an ass of 
myself, in Just those words, be would 
have done me a ktadaeaa and would 
have done a good deed, aad I woold 

thank him for It now. 

The whole Christian world unUl 
the days of Galileo, tielieved from 
the reading of tlie Bible that the 
world was flat, and It was a great of- 
fense to Omo, aad ridiculing their 



was round. .Ought OalUao to have 

told them that it was round? 

In the churches in Lexington. Pro 
testant and Catholic, there are, paint- 
ed, and and freco. on the walls, the 
letters I. H. S. 

These are LaUn initials. The Eng- 
lish J, and the LaUn I. are the same 
letter. Those three letters are, there- 
fore, J. H. B., and they stand for Jes- 
us H. Christ. Is it any worse In me, 
to put the initials "J. C." that sUnd 
for .Tesus Christ, than It Is for them 
to put the letters that stand for Jesus 
H. Christ? 

While I do not think there is any 
thing criminal la drawing a parallel 



myself. I thought that my readers 
appreciated that there was some Joke 

the parallilius ilial I make l,e! we, i. 

m and me. Hut when it cc,: 
down to bard pan facts, though, I 
no saint, and dcm't want to be, 1 

good a man as Jesus was, to draw 
it mildly, and for my religious opin- 
ions, I have suffered far mare than 
he ever did. 

Any man or woman who will fall 
down or any God is a fool, or a knave, 

:s any body aiaa to 
worship htm, or har, la a fool or a 

Jesus Christ allowed a womaa to 
wash hia feat with her taara. and 

wipe them with the hair of her head. 

gentleman would have allowed 
anybody, but especially a woman, to 
do such a degrading thing. 
All sensible people are disgusted 
Ith the fspa baoaaaa ha allows pao* 



S.— If you publish inclosed M. 
n Rationallam vs. Infidelity, apd 
I give the subject a full hearlag. 
I win not ask you to publish anything 
for me for a whole year at least. 
Many others think as I do on the 
question, having written me so. and 
many would Uke the same paper 
labeled "B^onallsm" that they 

would aot when labeled "Infidelity," dam plaaae.. you can have as much 
aa they disllka to have their telCh-lapaaa la thla paper as Is occupied by 

bors call them "Infidels," but doa't 

object to being called Rationalists. 



delight only In falsely calling 
fldeis." Let us indignantly hurl back 
thla misnomer and force Its makers, 
whom It exactly flU, to wear It. 

Sincerely yours for accuracy in o>ir 
organisation name at a aolid fo\in<la- 
tlon starting point for abundant fu 
ture success. — D. WHB8TER GROH. 

There Is only one other weekly In- 
fidel newspaper In America besides 
the Blade, and that Is "The Truth 
Seeker" of Maw York City. 

If yon win look on page 21 of the 
January 14th issue of that paper, n 
die column, near the bottom, un 
editorial "The mendacity of prea 
ers," you will find that the edi 
of that paper calls Ingersoll an ' 
lldel," and prints it with a big I, just 
as I da 

Write to bim and give Wm the very 

devil about it. But that Is neither 
here nor there. 

Every time you write to the Blade 
id enclose $4.60 for any thing you 



RATIONALISM VS. INFIDELITY. 
Friends Moore and Hughes: 

What's In a name? "Call me a 
had 'un, an' I'll soon show.^ J^es," 
threatonlngjly said Pat I 'ke^ >, all 

themselves and friends, beA^e it 
arouses undeserved prejudice against 
them and puts them under unmerited 
opprobvlun. As our opponents nat- 
urally strive to discredit. Injure and 
defeat us, It Is wise to vigilantly op- 
pose their every move, even to re- 
jecting the falsa, 
probvious 



instead of meekly, subservient- 
ly and Ignorantly accepting It, as If 

select or formulate a correct, expres- 
sive .attractive name for ourselves. 

Wa laterprat word-maanlng, not on- 
ly thair TOOt or origia aad qraonyms, 
bat, OMvaraalr. alao by their 



all the space you want In each Issue, 
at the same rate, if It takes the whole 
paper. But I must require you shall 
not say "dom," as there are readers 
of the Blade who cannA bear profan- 
ity, and they write roe that many 
more will take It if I do not allow 
any profanity In the paper, and so 
you notice that yoa aavar sc« any 
profanity In thla paper. So Just turn 
yourself loose »4.60 sweet Williams, 
bnt never say "dom," or any other 
profane language. I have been 
preacher and It Jara me. 



with 



'endowed 

"one guided 
atiialy by raaaoa." and Rationalism, 
"a aystem of optaUona dadnoad from 
reason, hs distinct from taaplra' 
or opposed to it" —NOAH 
8TER. 

These words exactly describe 
and our principles, while their 
tonyniB, Irrational, "Ir-ratlonidl 
and "ir-ratlonalism ' exactly describe 
our opponents and their principles. 
Then why not use them, especiaUy 
aa there are really no other words 
so exacUy describing both parUee and 
their principles. Then why not use 
them, especially as there are really 
no other words so exactly describing 
lioth parties and their diametrically 
opposing principles. 

Fidelity 

naturally 
■ay, warn, 

pledge, promise or profession) as 

when divorce Is granted for material 
un faithfulne.ss or "In-fidellty." 

I'rofessed "Christ-"ians. who neith- 
er turn "the unsmltten cheek." "love 
their enemies," "give their all 
poor," nor obey other Indisputable 
commands of the Christ they falsely 
and hypocritically profess to follow, 
are, Indee, un-falthful, 1. e., "in-lMel" 
to their professions, and are ther^re 
real "In-fldels." and richly desarve 
to be called, as , iniUH-<l. they all 
should be. 

Christians, Jews, .\Iohamnie- 
and other religionists 



not rightly ao the 

who makes no such false professions, 

with perfect truth, faithfulBesa 
"infidelity" to all his pledges, 
promises and professions, la certainly 
the very fartberest from being un- 
(atthfol or "la4daL" 



A WOMAN WRITES. 

Quinlan, Okla Jan. 18, 05. 
Dear brothers and sisters of the 

Blade. 

I feel, in looking back 
several years that we have taken the 
Blade, and the enjoyment we have 
gotten from It. that It Is only fitting 
that a word of encouragement should 
be given Its just and woj-thy editors. 

.Ml honors to them both! But it Is 
especially of Bro. Moore, that I would 
speak. Already he feels the weight 
of years, and to say he has ' fought 
the good fight" IH putting it 
mildly. I cannot but feel worn 
at aoma of the letters that, from 
to tiaw, iwpear hi tha Blade, aa i 
mt than ooatfla aaaaara, aad others, 
woida of open dtolike. 

This is not Just— It is not right, nor 
fair. 

He is an old man; he has done his 
beat, and spent his life striving 
make tha a a a a powar tor good, 
and I thiak thara ara hat few writers 

that are as honestly, truthfully good 
B8 he Is. 

Instead 

and tell how much good the advice 
seen in the pages of the good old n. 
O. &. haa dona ua-how many hearty 
laa^ we l)»va had over Brother 
Moores' sparkltog wit 

My "good maa" always watches 
for his Blade 
most i.f any i 
take nmny. I see by one of the lata 
Blades that Brother Moore Is anxious 
that all shall be happy, and speaki 
of his not being as happy, himself, 
I he would wish 
But. Oh! my friend, I think that ia 
nnathlng that will never be— to be 
perfectly happy. 

am surrounded by my children. 
The eldest two are married and gone 
from home. The grand children 
thick around me, and I am 
hapnr, but caraa will creep in and 
pias. It ia the law of 
Man Is a creature of change 
it pleases us today, tomor- 
row will lose its charm, aad as we 
get old we begin, to look back and de- 
rive pleasure more from what we 



ILLINOIS -CENTRAL 



RAILROAD 

EXCURSION TICKETS NOW ON SALE AT REDUCED RATES TO 

NEW ORLEANS, IA, HAVANA, CUBA, 
HOT SPfflNC^ ARK, 

CITY OF MEXICO, CALIFORNIA, 

AND MANY OTHER POINTS WITH LIBERAL STOP OVERS AND RK- 
TURN LIMITS. 



PARMINa IN THI tOUTH. 
The Passenger DepartmaBt oT tha llllaoli Central Iunroa< 



Issuing monthly draalara eoaaaralBg fratt grawing, 
stock raising, dairytag. ata.. la tka It^ of KaatM 

Miss-ssippi and LroaMaaa. ~ ~ 



■a to Ik* ■ a danlp M j. wffi ha MOaf frna. Ctm 
i. aaf alkaraaa Say at* »BhNifeai tnm mmtm « 



wa'd hli nam^ a 
lars Nos. 1 to 11 1 
month. 

Call on or addraaa aaaraat railroad Agaat. or addraaa. 

F W. HARLOW 

DIVISIOV PASSBVOER AOllTT, LODISVnXB, mTUCKT. 



GO ♦$OUTHWi;ST 



Like Time and Tide, the Great South- 
west awaits no man: but It's a heap 
easier to get aboard at the Instant of 
starting than to contend with the e!e 
ment of momentum later. 



Let us give you the details of this 
new country's rapid growth, and your 
ehaaaa to graw ap with it lUaatratad 



JPS^^ Di>. B41fl.l90<^Jil.afcl7. ii 



GEO. H. LEE, a. P. A. 

H. 1. 

JOHN SEBASTIAN, Paaa. Traf. 



D. P. A.. 
■„ Chicago, III. 



'Men ara bat cWldra«,o( a- Kurger 
growth." and how <ka. Ha not be 

despondent brother. The Bible says 

"Many women have done virtuously, 
but thou excellest them all." 



It is not given to many to accom- 
plish what you have done, and that, 
too, Is the face of great odds. 

Thy most loved child, the Blade, 
lives and thrives among Its readers. 
Thou hast many friends that are tried 
and true, and many that you "wot 
not of." Thy name Is honored In 
many a household. As we descend 
life's shadowy slope wa know more 
the warm hand clasp, aad tha arm of 
love upon which to lean. The young- 
er generation are careless and they 
heed not the fattering step. 

If each one of us who loves and re- 
spects Brother Moore, would only 
send one little token--jUBt a Hue! 

bring flowers while the dear ones 
can enjoy their perfume, for. 



And remember too. dear friends, 
that It is hard to labor on and on 
without encouragement. 

As England had her "Grand old 
Man." Gladstone, so we Liberals have 
In our country, Charles C. MooraT the 
Liberal, and wa ahonld JuaUy at 
date the honor done us, and oar 



So 



' thrf 



Che. 



I for 



And now a word to you Brother 



—Jm," aad you will find 
fl.M tor another yaara' subscription 
and that's oa« for yon: and so the 
good word goes round.— MltS. ISA- 
BULL HATTB80N. 



"•TUmO CLUB" MAN DOES 

THE ELEGANT THING 

Denver, Colo., Jan 24, 06. 
Chas. C. Moore, 

Dear sir and Friend— The "Blue 
Grass Blade" came to hand with your 
comments on "Stuffed Club." I thank 
you very much, would like to shake 
hands with, you. I do not forget how- 
ever, that I owe a great deal to Mrs. 
Moore for touching tha Are to the 
fuse of your dynamite bomb. 

end ta thla maO tha bouad fourth 
voiume of a "fltotfad Ctab" for Mrs. 
Moora with my oompllaiaata. 



I should think, from 
letters that I have received li 
about the Club, caused by your ar- 
ticle, that the paper should be wall 
patronized by advertisers. I have 
received more orders for sample oo^ 
les from your write-up than fr«Mn a 
half adozen notices in as many dif- 
ferent periodicals. It is not an un- 
common thing for me to receive flat- 
tering letters; as you are an editor 
you know all ahoat it, but when a 
man of bralna apaaka of my work as 
you have I am more than willing lo 
accept It as a compliment of some 

1 -shall have an article in the Feb- 
ruary Club which. If you have time to 
read, I believe you will aajoy. It la 
an answer to * letter at critlelna. I 
do not lambaat the writer of tha crit- 
icism because I take any special de- 
light In abusing any body who criti- 
cises me, I simply accepted of the op- 
portunity to put my opinions on the 
subject before the Club readers. Mrs, 
Little la a nice little woman, she Is 
the critic and I hope she will not take 
my answer to her letter too seriously 
tor my anawar la totandad partly tx 
har aad partly for tha raadara la gen- 
eral, who do not quite underatanfl ma. 

I thank you very much for thla 
write up. I Intend to paste It on a 
cardboard and hang It In my oflloe. 

I wish to make a note of one Item 
ia connection with this wrlta^ of 
yoara which to my mind la algaUeaat. 
I have not racalvad hat oiM raqaaat 
tor a aampla eonr that dU not aoe- 
taia aittaar atampa or eala to figr for 
tt Thto Is daaMafly aaamaL Doaa 
it mean that people who pretend to 
be Infidels have more coanclence than 
the average so-called believer? 

Wishing you ,and your good wife 
prosperity, believe me.— J. H. TILD- 
EN. 



THE AMENDE HONORABLE 

TO MV. WILKERSON 

I owe Rev. Ulysaas Grant Wllker- 
son an apology. A part only of the 
truth told about a maa is, someUmea 
nearly as bad as a straight out lie. 

I said be Is a preacher aad a law- 
yer, a combination of two of tha 
greatest liara on earth. 

I should have aatd he is a preach- 
er, lawyer and an editor of a religious 
paper, a combination of three of the 
biggest liai.i on earth. 

There is nothing mean auout me. 
If 1 say anything about a man that is 
not true I am mighty apt to oorrect It 
whea I tUak oC It 



